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Eric Joy

Name that plant!
What has a black, green (with purple edges), grape, pink 
or white flower? With red or green stems, and silver or 
green leaves?

Here’s a couple of other hints: It is one of the first plants 
to flower, takes full shade, and is a nice 12x15" mound of 
evergreen foliage.

Give up? Hellebore ‘Onyx Odyssey’ (black), ‘Jade Tiger’ 
(green with purple edges), ‘Grape Galaxy’ (purple with 
darker flecking), ‘Pink Frost’ (pink with burgundy stems), 
and ‘Silver Lace’ (white with silver leaves)

According to all the “High Glossy Mags” this is the plant of 
the year. It took a lot of begging and pleading but I have 
them all this spring (and a few more!). They should be 
here late in March to early April. You better hurry because 
I want at least 3 of each and I know the perennial girls are 
gonna want some too! 

How our Government is 
helping you out
Here are a few things that all of you need to be aware of as 
landscape contractors in Michigan, but may not have heard of.

Watch for articles relating to HB 5228. This is a state resolution 
that will change the definition of a “Commercial Motor Vehicle”. 
Currently it is defined as a vehicle with a gross weight over 10,000 
lbs. So all of your vehicles that are over this weight you now 
have to have federal inspections and USDOT numbers on. This 
resolution will change that to trucks over 26,000 lbs. That means 
that most of your pickup trucks and trailers will no longer be listed 
as “Commercial Motor Vehicles”. This means no inspections, no 
USDOT numbers, etc.

The second one to watch is SB 946. This bill will change how 
Nursery Inspections are handled. It is really is looking at the nursery 
stock dealers, and reducing the amount of money that you are 
charged to get this license. Currently you are charged $100 to get 
this license every year. This bill proposes to reduce that to as low 
as $35 per year. Of course this will vary business to business, but 
any opportunity to pay the government less money is a bonus.

Both of these should save you money for your businesses. So 
keep your eyes peeled for more updates from us and other industry 
sources.

Kim Roth

Name that plant!
What has a black, green (with purple edges), grape, pink or white 
flower? With red or green stems, and silver or green leaves?

Here’s a couple of other hints: It is one of the first plants to flower, 
takes full shade, and is a nice 12x15" mound of evergreen foliage.

Give up? The answer: Hellebore ‘Onyx Odyssey’ (black), ‘Jade 
Tiger’ (green with purple edges), ‘Pink Frost’ (pink with burgundy 
stems), ‘Grape Galaxy’ (purple with darker flecking), and ‘Silver 
Lace’ (white with silver leaves).

‘Onyx Odessy’			   ‘Jade Tiger’

‘Pink Frost’				    ‘Grape Galaxy’

According to all the “High Glossy Mags” this is the plant of the year. 
It took a lot of begging and pleading but I have them all this spring 
(and a few more!). They should be here late in March to early April. 
You better hurry because I want at least 3 of each and I know the 
perennial girls are gonna want some too!

Todd Haines

Spring training
Are you looking for what’s new in pavers and wall systems for 
2012? Does your company need some fresh ideas for design, 
installation techniques, or new product information? Would you like 
some more advanced training and certification for your company? 
There are several events relatively local to us this month that may 
be able to help.

ICPI Concrete Paver Installer Course (Level I) sponsored by 
Belgard - held in conjunction with the MGIA 25th Annual Trade 
Show & Convention on March 5-6, 2012 at the Suburban Collection 
Showplace, Novi (CORAL Room) 8:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M. (both days).

For more information or to register for the two-day course, email 
icpi@icpi.org - Discount available to MGIA members. Contact MGIA 
at (248) 646-4992 for promotional code before registering with ICPI.

Unilock Hardscape Trade Expo - takes place from 8:30 A.M. to 
2:00 P.M. in Brighton on March 14th and again on the 15th and in 
Grand Rapids on March 22nd.

See presentations on creating better spaces, installation quality 
and efficiency, outdoor living, vertical applications, and green 
pavements. Free admission, door prizes, lunch will be served, and 
CEU credits are available. Please RSVP or for more information 
call 1-800-UNILOCK.

The Rosetta PMB Course (Precast Modular Block Wall Installation 
Certification Course) - is being offered Friday, March 23 from 8:30 
A.M. to 3:00 P.M. at the Hampton Inn 525 N Canal Road, Lansing. 
The cost of the course is $50. Your materials and lunch will be 
provided. Rosetta offers a $50 product credit to everyone that 
passes the course that is redeemable at your local dealer. They will 
also be mailed a signed certificate that certifies that attendee. 

Space is limited, and classes fill up quickly! Please RSVP Tamara 
McArthur (tamara@redi-rock.com) or call 231-547-6595 Ext 3036. 
Payment is required prior to the class. Ask about hotel discount 
information if you need it.

You can find quality products offered by all of these manufacturers 
here at Christensen’s!

Mike Evans

More variety, more fun!
By now you have probably browsed through our 2012 price list and 
noticed that we have extensively expanded our inventory selection. 
With these new items, we are hoping to be able to give you 
varieties and sizes that will help you make your designs even more 
exciting for your customers.

Here are some of the new plants we are bringing in for 2012:

Acer pseudoplatanus ‘Eskimo Sunset’ - A smaller selection of 
Sycamore Maple. The foliage has a purple underside with the tops 
decorated in pink, green and white splashes. Slow growing to 10 
feet in 10 years.

Cercis canadensis ‘Hearts of Gold’ - the first golden leaved redbud 
for the U.S. market. New foliage is blushed with copper when 
emerging. It will tolerate full sun without burning. At about 15’ x 15’, 
perfect for the small garden.

Physocarpus ‘Little Devil’ - A smaller cousin to ‘Summer Wine’. 
Topping out at about 4’ x 4’ . Deep burgundy foliage, with soft pink 
flowers in June. Perfect for smaller spaces.

So try something new, expand your plant pallette and most of all, 
have some fun.
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